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I.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION

Pacific Horizons School is a non profit 501(c)3 Private School located in the Ottoville / Tafuna village of 
American Samoa.  Consisting of 7 main Buildings, PHS provides education from k4 to high school.  The 
school is surrounded by residential housing, apartments, and churches.  General entrance is on Road AS018 
and entering into a side road, Jason David Street, also serving as an entry to Fatuoaiga Catholic Church.  


HISTORY OF FOUNDING OF PACIFIC HORIZONS 
SCHOOL

Pacific Horizons School (PHS) opened in September 1994 with six middle school students, two teachers, an 
armful of books, and lots of hopes.  By the end of its first school year, the school boasted 14 students in 
fourth to ninth grades; students were taught together, with a focus on the individual needs of the different 
students.  The cofounders of PHS, Mara Ashley and Don Hill, were also the first two teachers.  Ashley and 
Hill founded the school to provide an innovative alternative to the more traditional schools on the island.  
Ashley and Hill envisioned a school that was student-centered and developed in students the skills necessary 
for the 21st century. 
In the second year of PHS, the school had expanded to 40 students in first through eighth grades, and 
students were grouped in four classes.  The school was officially recognized and received its certification 
from the American Samoa Department of Education in October 1995.  Ashley and Hill continued to teach, 
and two more teachers joined the faculty.  Hill left PHS and moved off-island during this second school year 
and was replaced in the classroom by Caroline Tuiolosega, a future director of the school. Ashley continued 
at PHS as a teacher and the school director for the next 18 years.  A kindergarten was added in 1996, 
followed by a preschool (K3 and K4) in 1997.  The PHS high school was added in 1999 and graduated its 
first two seniors in 2002. 
Ashley and Hill decided on the school name – Pacific Horizons School – because it embodied the image of 
students heading in various directions towards their chosen horizons.  Just as the ancient Polynesian 
navigators had learned the skills to successfully navigate and embark on their journeys throughout the 
Pacific region, so Pacific Horizon School helps students to chart their direction and build the skills 
necessary for successful journeys throughout their lives, which is the mission of the school.  In keeping with 
the mission, the compass rose was adopted as the symbol for the school, and the students are called the 
Navigators.  


https://www.pacific-horizons-school.com/timeline                               
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Mission Statement & Goals


The mission of Pacific Horizons School is to help young people chart their direction and build skills 
necessary for a successful journey through life.


OUR GOAL is to develop self-esteem, respect for others, and a love of learning in PHS students.


https://www.pacific-horizons-school.com/about_us
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION


Proposed areas of construction are highlighted in red.  Pink Rectangle indicated existing containers 
incorporated into building structure.


Pacific Horizons School was developed utilizing a group of existing residential structures located on 
both sides of the same street. The street leads only to a Catholic church compound, has only two 
residences and therefore very limited traffic. 


The Pacific Horizons School buildings have been modified over time to serve as offices, classrooms 
and other normal school functions. The school has grown and Is in need of additional classrooms to 
accommodate the expanded enrollment.

 

The side of the proposed new classroom building is next to one of the existing classroom buildings 
and presently is the site of a recently acquired 5,000± square foot, one story, wood framed building 
with adjacent miscellaneous storage sheds all in very poor condition. The condition of these 
structures would make renovation very expensive while not satisfying the special requirements of 
the school. 


The site is essentially level with a less than 1% fall that provides drainage. Since there are buildings 
on the site and the proposed new building will not exceed the footprint of the existing, there will be 
no additional storm water added to the drainage. There are   existing sanitary, electrical and 
communications services adjacent to the site.


The proposed building will be an 4,000 square foot, one story classroom building with male and 
female toilets and paved parking. 
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II.  LAND OWNERSHIP AND LAND USE

Pacific Horizons School Inc, a duly incorporated non profit, purchased property for use as an educational 
facility and other related non-profit activities.  


The Purchase and Sale Agreement was made on May 25th, 2016 and was purchased through federal funding 
with USDA Rural Development, Rural Housing Service, United States of America.  


Pacific Horizons School Inc. and USDA entered into a Leasehold Mortgage on May 25th, 2016.


The Leasehold Agreement and Purchase and Sale Agreements have been recorded with the Territorial 
Registrar of American Samoa.  (See Appendix A.)
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III.  HISTORICAL PRESERVATION 


American Samoa Historic Preservation Office

Government Organization 

Established in 1970 in response to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the 
American Samoa Historic Preservation Office (ASHPO) identifies, evaluates, registers, 
interprets and protects American Samoa's historic and cultural properties.

 
Government Organization


It is the responsibility of the American Samoa Historic Preservation Office to administer the 
Territorial Historic Preservation Program. American Samoa's strong indigenous culture and 
traditional system of communal land ownership impose special conditions of cultural 
sensitivity upon such an endeavor. A primary concern of the ASHPO is to fulfill its 
responsibilities in a manner that recognizes and honors these inherent cultural conditions.


In addition, the ASHPO sees itself as a service organization, working in partnership with 
Federal and Territorial agencies, village and district councils, private organizations and 
individuals to assist in compliance with applicable Federal and Territorial historic 
preservation laws and to raise the community's consciousness about historic preservation and 
its role in cultural maintenance. Specific areas of responsibility in the administration of the 
Territorial Historic Preservation Program include:

conducting an on-going comprehensive site identification of historic properties in the 
Territory and maintaining an inventory of such properties;


- identifying and nominating eligible properties to the National Register of Historic Places;


- advising and assisting Federal and Territorial agencies in carrying out their historic 
preservation responsibilities;


- consulting with appropriate Federal agencies on all undertakings that may affect historic 
properties in order to protect, manage, reduce or mitigate harm to such properties;


- ensuring that historic properties are taken into consideration at all levels of planning and 
development;
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- providing public information, education and training, and technical assistance in historic 
preservation.
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013-21HP
February 16, 2021 

Genhall Manu’a Chen 
Board Member 
PHS Board of Directors 

Re: Pacific Horizon School USDA Rural Development Funding  – Section 106 Consultation 

Talofa Mr. Chen: 

I have reviewed the information you provided regarding Pacific Horizon School’s new two-story building 
consisting of eight classrooms on the current school site. Based on my review and site visit, I have the following 
comments: 

Due to the proximity of the project site to a “known archaeological site-Fatu-o-aiga Star Mound”, I highly 
recommend archaeological monitoring of the area during ground disturbance for the project.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to let me know. 

This correspondence was provided upon the request of the Pacific Horizon School – Board of Directors  
for a Section 106 Consultation in order to assist the USDA with its Section 106 responsibilities under the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. 

If you have any questions concerning this correspondence please do not hesitate to contact me at (684) 
699-2316.

Sincerely, 

Letitia M. Peau 
Historic Preservation Officer 

cc: Director Elvis Zodiacal, ASHPO 
ASHPO Review and Compliance Files 

                                
 

Executive Offices of the Governor 
American Samoa Historic Preservation Office 

American Samoa Government 
Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799 

Hon. Lemanu Peleti Mauga 
Governor 

Talauega Eleasaro Ale 
Lieutenant Governor 

Elvis Zodiacal 
Director 

Letitia M. Peau-Folau 
Historic Preservation Officer 
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IV.  THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES/.   
         BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Department Marine Wildlife Resources American Samoa
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Otherwise Protected Areas

Otherwise Protected Areas (OPAs) are a category of coastal barriers within the Coastal 
barrier Resources System (CBRS).  OPAs are undeveloped coastal areas established 
under Federal, State, or local law, or held by a qualified organization, primarily for 
wildlife refuge, sanctuary, recreational, for natural resource conservation purposes.    
Flood insurance is restricted in OPAs, though OPAs may receive other forms of 
Federal assistance. OPAs are identified on FEMA FIRMs.


Orange 
area 
denotes 
OPA.  
https://

asgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e8771068b58c4deab45ddea727e8af8d
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V.  WETLANDS

Wetland areas in American Samoa are areas of lush tropical vegetation, swarming with life, and offer 
a wide range of valuable functions. These wetlands are important contributors to the islands’ health 
and subsequently, the well-being of everyone who lives here. Wetlands are productive and important 
habitats for fish, shellfish, birds, animals, and plants. They help control floodwater, recharge 
groundwater, trap sediments, provide opportunities for small-scale agricultural production and 
recreation, prevent storm damage, reduce surface water runoff, export food to adjacent ecosystem, 
and have cultural significance. In several ways, wetlands as the “water filters” of the islands by 
improving the quality of surface waters before they enter our sensitive coastal areas.

https://doc.as/resource-management/ascmp/pnrs/wetlands/


Based on the research from the Department of Commerce American Samoa’s Geographic 
Information Systems/IT, the project area shows no wetlands or hydric soil present.  (SEE APPENDIX 
B:: USDA Web Survey Soil survey).




https://

asgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/

webappviewer/index.html?id=e8771068b58c4deab45ddea727e8af8d
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VI.  FLOODPLAINS

There are no flood plains near Pacific Horizons School.  Based on BFE from FEMA.gov and DOC 
American Samoa’s GIS mapping of flood zones, no floodplains will be impacted by the project.


Yellow area denotes flood zones BFE.  


Base Flood Elevation (BFE)

The elevation of surface water resulting from a flood that has a 1% chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any given year. 


NFIP - National Flood Insurance Program—FEMA.gov
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Green area denotes recharge areas of ground water.  Yellow area denotes flood zones BFE.  


https://asgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e8771068b58c4deab45ddea727e8af8d
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VII.  COASTAL AREAS


The American Samoa Coastal Management Program (ASCMP) provides effective resource management for the 
protection, maintenance, enhancement, and restoration of natural and cultural resources for the Territory. Additionally, 
ASCMP is tasked with monitoring development within the framework of comprehensive land and resource use 
planning while simultaneously protecting the territory’s natural resources.

http://doc.as/resource-management/ascmp/


The distance from the Coastline to Pacific Horizons School is 0.91 Miles.  


https://asgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e8771068b58c4deab45ddea727e8af8d




15



PACIFIC HORIZONS SCHOOL 

APPLICATION NUMBER 10.766

VIII.  IMPORTANT FARMLANDS

GEOGRAPHIC SETTING: Tafuna soils are extremely stony and have irregular topography 
because of the underlying lava flow. They are on uplands. The general slopes are gentle to 
moderate. Slope is 3 to 15 percent. These soils formed in surface accumulation of organic 
matter over fragmental Aa lava. Elevation is near sea level to 150 feet. The mean annual 
rainfall is 120 to 175 inches, and the mean annual temperature is about 80 degrees F. 


USE AND VEGETATION: These soils are used for urban development and subsistence 
farming. Undisturbed areas are in tropical forest and support a number of large tree species. 
https://soilseries.sc.egov.usda.gov/OSD_Docs/T/TAFUNA.html


Based on DOC GIS maps and survey of American Samoa, the soil is classified as extremely 
stony much and tropothents.  


In the study by NCRS/USDA MBSS Important Farmland Table (See Appendix C).


Extremely stony muck is classified as not prime farmland. 
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IX.  ENVIRONMENTAL RISK MANAGEMENT


The Proposed project will replace the Schools maintenance building and existing structures.  
Buildings to be demolished are all plywood sheathed, wood stud sheds , slab on grade. 
Roofing is corrugated iron . No asbestos flooring or insulation is present and the limited 
water supply is by PVC. No hazardous materials are present and no hazardous products are 
stored on site. 


A demolition permit will be issued by the ASEPA per standard ASG Land UsePermit 
conditions. Permit will list quantities of each type of debris and a site inspection team will 
visit the site to confirm.  The permit will be based upon compliance with all local zoning, 
ASEPA, Historical Preservation, ADA, and other pertinent local and federal regulations.
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X.  OTHER RESOURCES / INDEX


APPENDIX A — LAND OWNERSHIP AND LAND USE
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PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT

The parties make this agreement this Ayt*day of May, 2016,
whereby the OTTO V. HALECK TRUST, by David O. Haleck,
Trustee (hereinafter "Seller") agrees to sell the property
described herein and PACIFIC HORIZON SCHOOL, INC.,
(hereinafter "Purchaser"), a duly incorporated non-profit
corporation, licensed under the laws of American Samoa and
Purchaser hereby agrees to purchase from the Seller the
property for use as an educational facility and other
related non-profit activities and, upon the terms and
conditions herein.

THE PROPERTY IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

[LOTS: LOT-1, LOT-2, LOT-3 AND LOT-4,
LOT ASG-12B, LOT HS-1 AND LOT ASG-11]

(Exhibit "A")

All that certain real property situated in the
village of Tafuna, County of Tualauta, Western
District, Island of Tutuila, American Samoa. Being a
portion of land called "Naumati", owned by the Otto
V. Haleck Trust, as recorded in Land Transfer Volume-
8 pages 60 & 61 more fully described as follows:

NAUMATI LOT-1 - 0.15 ac. (Ottoville)

Beginning at the point of beginning, a found 1/2"
bolt at the corner of a rock wall, which has
coordinates of North 286,835.80 and East 241,721.87.

Thence on azimuth of 270°  30' 40" a distance of 49.22
feet to Cor-2
Thence on azimuth of 2°  28' 35" a distance of 131.61
feet to Cor-3
Thence on azimuth of 89°  24' 30" a distance of 49.22
feet to Cor-4
Thence on azimuth of 182°  27' 30" a distance of 132.56
feet to the point of beginning,

The area being 6,495 sqft of 0.15 acres more or less.

NAUMATI LOT-2 - 0.15 ac. (Ottoville)

Beginning at the point of beginning, a 2" cap in
concrete which has coordinates of north 286,836.24
and east 241,672.65
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APPENDIX B—- USDA WEB SOIL SURVEY
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APPENDIX C:  IMPORTANT FARMLANDS


https://asgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e8771068b58c4deab45ddea727e8af8d
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs144p2_015267.pdf
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