PUBLIC INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS

Community Facility Projects

NOTICE OF INTENT

Within 60 days of filing an application with USDA Rural Development for a community facility project, an applicant must publish a Public Notice of Intent to apply for a Rural Development Loan or Grant in a newspaper of general circulation in the proposed area to be served.  A copy of this published Notice of Intent must be provided to Rural Development.  

PUBLIC MEETING

Before loan or grant approval, the applicant must also hold at least one public information meeting to allow the citizenry an opportunity to become acquainted with the proposed project.  The applicant must publish a notice of the meeting in a newspaper of general circulation in the service area at least 10 days prior to the date of the meeting.  The applicant must also post a public notice at its principle office and notify Rural Development of the meeting.  Where possible, publishing can be combined to integrate the different public awareness information and environmental review processes.  A copy of the published notice and the minutes of the public meeting must be provided to Rural Development.

SAMPLE COMBINED NOTICE OF INTENT AND PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
Notice of Intent and Public Meeting

The Organization’s Name will file/has filed an application with the USDA Rural Development for financial assistance to develop Identified Project.  A public meeting for comments will be held at Time on Date at Location to discuss the proposed project and to provide the opportunity for public comment.
